
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Follow us on 
Social Media 

via: 

Facebook – 
Convent Junior 

School 
 

Twitter: 
 @conventjunior 

 

Instagram: 
@conventjuniorschool 

Website: 
www.conventjuniorschool.ie 

 

 

 

World Book Day 02/03/2022 
The theme for World Book Day this year was “You are a 
Reader”. As big fans of World Book day, the junior school got 

busy! We had Cuddle and Read sessions for each class 

throughout the day, DEAR time (Drop Everything And 
Read) at various intervals, A World Book Day Quiz was held 

throughout the day across the intercom, where one or two 

children from each class came to Veronica’s office to answer 

spot questions, and if that was not enough a pack was also sent 

home which included a brand new book for each child plus 

tips for parents on reading with their child. Thanks to all 

involved into making this day, special thanks to our HSCL 

teacher Sinead McArdle who organised and compiled the book 

gift and packs. 

BLAST! 
The Department of Education has developed a new innovative 

Arts-in-Education BLAST Residency Programme in 2021, 

which will enable up to 400 new Arts-in-Education Residencies 

in schools each year. This year, our school was successful in 

our application to participate in this program! The aim of this 

scheme is to give pupils in schools the opportunity to work 

with a professional artist on unique projects, to be originated 

and planned between the artist, the teacher and the school. Mrs. 

Rice took the reins with this initiative and organised 3 fabulous 

sessions with Niamh O Connor who was our artist in 

residence. The children were asked to wear in their casual 

clothes as there was a big chance things could get a little 

messy!!Lots of painting, cutting, tracing and glue-ing ensued! 

Videos and photos of this project will be available to view on 

our website and also on the Blast Programme website. We are 

so delighted to have been given the opportunity to have worked 

with Niamh and the children have learned so much and most 

importantly, had fun creating! Huge thanks to Miriam Rice who 

has worked tirelessly throughout. 

Engineers Week – March 5th-11th  
The fabulous Mrs. Harte steered us through Engineers Week 

with some interesting experiments and STEM (Science, 

Technology, Engineering and Maths) Shows! In particular, the 

show “Silly Billy” which is a pre-recorded virtual reality show 

where you see a Volcano close up and fly a rocket-ship to the 

moon!! This was a great way for the children to explore the 

concept of virtual reality. Senior Infants turned into structural 

and chemical engineers and discovered how to balance 

structures using blue tack while first class made Walkie Talkies 

and learnt about sounds and vibrations. Other classes engaged 

in activities to show chemical reactions such as Mentos and 

Coke and creating a volcano using baking soda and vinegar! 

Some hair raising stuff there, thankfully we all managed to end 

the week unscathed! Thanks yet AGAIN to Mrs. Harte and Co. 

 

Welcome to our March Newsletter! We have had 
a fun packed, exciting month. Here are some of 
our best bits! 

Seachtain Na Gaeilge  

☘ This month saw the start of Seachtain na Gaeilge - it ran 

from 1st March to 17th March. ☘ Seachtain na Gaeilge is an 

international Irish language festival, which is the largest 

annual celebration of our native language and culture that 

takes place in Ireland and many other countries. Our teacher 

Mrs. Emma Harte took this project under her wing this month 

and with the help of Ms. McKinney and Ms. Clarke, they 

came up with some fabulous ways to incorporate this 

wonderful and worthwhile celebration into everyday school 

life. These included the First Class children reading the 

school news over the intercom each day, assigning Gaeilge 

Seesaw homework - to encourage the children to try a comhrá 

beag sa bhaile (a little chat at home). We had an extra special 

performance on March 14th when 3 fabulous musicians, 

Dearbla, Mark and Oisin from Coláiste Oiriall came to our 

school to play is a little bit of Irish music. We listened to the 

banjo, concertina and the fiddle. All the children also got busy 

this week producing their own class video of a 

poem/song/drama. These individual class videos were then all 

compiled together and made into a whole school ceolchoirm 

(concert) where we were all able to watch each other’s 

performances! You can view these on our school Instagram 

account so don’t forget to follow and like! March 16th marked 

the end of Seachtain Na Gaeilge for our school with Lá Glas! 
Everyone wore green and took a little stroll into town waving 

their St Patrick's Day Flags which the children had made 

especially for the walk. A hot lunch was waiting for all upon 

return! Thanks to Mrs. Harte & Co. for the fun filled itinerary 

and the immense work gone into producing it. So much fun!! 

Pancake Tuesday & Ash Wednesday 1st&2nd March 

March 1st was Pancake Day at the Junior School. Pancake 

Day is the day before the start of Lent. March 2nd was Ash 

Wednesday and marked the first day of the 40 days of Lent. 

There was much excitement in the classrooms as the children 

made and ate some delicious pancakes with all their favourite 

toppings!! This was a great way to kick off Lent with a bang! 

 

 

Convent Junior School 

      March Newsletter 2022 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact 
Information 

Email: 
info@conventjuniorschool.ie 

Phone 
0429740517 

Website: 
www.conventjuniorschool.ie 

 

 

Monthly Value: Honesty 
Helps others to trust you 

Owning up to your actions 

No stealing or lying 

Everybody, Every day! 

Shows Respect 

Telling the truth 

You can do it!!     🤩🤥      

 

Travel Slogan Competition 
This year we are working on achieving our Green Schools Travel Flag and learning 

about the importance of travelling to school environmentally. This month we ran a Green 

Schools poster competition this month to come up with a school slogan about green 

travel that we can all learn. A winning slogan will be chosen anonymously and there will 

be a prize for the winner and runners up during an assembly! We will keep you updated!! 

World Water Day – March 22nd 
We all celebrated and learned about how to use water wisely by watching a PowerPoint 

Presentation about water. Each class listened to a story about water and also watched a 

short video. We ended the day with a little coloring sheet to complete and display in the 

classroom. Thanks to Ms. Morrow for organising the activities for each class! 

Junior Infants Update 
The Junior Infants are busy continuing the Jolly Phonics Programme and are now on 

their last group of sounds!! We are also looking forward to reading more books and 

using what we have learnt in our writing. We have started learning about the farm, 

animals and crops and how they all tie in together.  

Senior Infants Update 

Senior Infants have been learning about the weather this month. We compiled a weather 

chart where we recorded the weather every day. In Maths we learnt about the number 8, 

we made sets of 8, used cubes and wrote down the number 8. We also started the Stay 

Safe Programme and discussed how to keep ourselves safe. 

First Class Update 

First Class enjoyed learning and performing songs and rhymes as Gaeilge and the 

Damhsa mór for our whole school céilí. We focused on procedural writing in literacy and 

did lots of practical work in Maths learning about weight and capacity. We worked on 

animation as part of Creative Schools and used the amazing app flipaclip to draw our 

pictures. We also worked on projects and experiments as part of Engineer’s Week. 

Mixed Class Room 3 Update 
Room 3 have been busy learning all about Spring, St Patrick's Day and Mother's Day.  

We learnt all about the lifecycle of chicks and frogs. We also learnt some Irish words, an 

Irish poem and dance for Seachtain na Gaeilge. We coloured in a lovely poster for World 

Water Day which was on March 22nd and talked about water efficiency. It was good fun! 

March Value – Honesty 
Our value for the month of March was ‘Honesty’. Honesty is closely linked to our 

values of kindness and respect. It is so much more than just “not lying” but also includes 
doing the right thing, even if it may be hard and to always be honest and tell the truth 

about a situation. This month, we focused on teaching the children the meaning of the 

word ‘Integrity’, what it is to have integrity and how we use it in everyday life.  

School Tours, Upcoming Events & Parents Association 5 Week Draw – 
Draw April 8th 

A quick update on upcoming events at our school. 4 weekly sessions of Soccer with 

Euan Treanor will commence from Wednesday 27th April and run until May 18th. We 

also have booked 4 weekly sessions of Athletics with Francis starting on Thursday May 

26th till June 16th. There will be a small charge of €6 per child to cover the cost of both 

the soccer and athletics and the school will subsidise the rest of the cost. School Tours 

will take place in May and June. The Junior Infants will be visiting the Dyan Mill Farm 

on June 9th and the Senior Infants and First Class will be going to the Muckno 
Adventure Centre on May 20th and May 27th. Again, there will be a small charge to 

cover the cost of the trips and school will subsidise the remainder. Active Schools Week 

has been scheduled for June 7th-10th which will include a variety of different activities all 

week ending with sports day on the 10th. Last but not least, don’t forget that this is the 
LAST week of the 5 week draw and all cards must be in by THIS FRIDAY the 1st for 

the draw taking place on April 8th! Congrats to our early bird draw winners Isobel 

McMahon and Shay Reardon who won a Supervalu voucher each! Plenty of prizes left to 

be won so get your cards in!! More info about the main draw day will be emailed shortly. 

 

 
 

Don’t forget that our 
enrolment is open and if you 
have a child to enroll, please 
do not hesitate to contact us 
directly or visit our website!! 
 

Save the Date 
 
April 11th – 22nd:  
School closed for the Easter Break. 

We will reopen on April 25th. 

 

April 27th – May 18th:  
Soccer Wednesdays with Euan 

Treanor 

 

May 2nd:  
School closed - Bank Holiday 

 

May 26th- June 16th:  
Athletics Thursdays with Francis 
 

May 20th:  
First Class School Tour to Muckno 

Adventure Centre 

 

May 27th:  
Senior Infant School Tour to 

Muckno Adventure Centre 

 

June 6th:  
School closed - Bank Holiday 

 

June 9th:  
Junior Infant School Tour to Dyan 

Mill Farm 

  


