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to everyone. Miss Rice & Mrs. Clarke organised packs for all 
the classes to go away and build their own indoor treehouse! 
This was the activity for Tuesday! There were some fabulous 
treehouses built and the children really put their creativity and 
imagination to work! On May 31st, The Treehouse Arts Van 
came to our school for a live show in the yard! This is a new 
project with Ceol Connected, who are a touring children’s 
traditional musical theatre that uses Íontas as a base to develop 
new shows and then tour them nationwide. Recently, they 
created a travelling Van, which folds out into a stage, so they 
can bring the shows to schools directly as opposed to local 
theatres only. Iontas approached our school and we were lucky 
enough to be nominated to be one of the first groups to be a 
part of this project. The children had great fun building the 
treehouses and really enjoyed the show! The Arts, Education, 
and County Councils believe this is going to be a revolutionary 
style of bringing theatre and creative arts to young students and 
we at the Junior School totally agree!! 

Cozy Day!!May 13th 
As part of Childrens Well Being Day, The Parents Association 
came up with the wonderful idea to have a Cozy Day on Friday 
May 13th! Children were invited to wear their own clothes into 
school on this day, whatever they felt the most comfortable in, 
and this would be a way for them to express their unique style 
and overall uniqueness as part of the wellbeing and positivity in 
our school. The children engaged in some child led activities, a 
walk to Lough Muckno and a whole school assembly where we 
valued and appreciated each other’s creativity as each class 
displayed the pieces they had created as part of Creative 
schools Week. As an extra special treat, the whole school was 
also treated to a hot lunch and were allowed to bring a small 
cuddly toy into school with them if they wished for the Teddy 
Bear Cuddle & Read session in the GP room. A fabulous day 
was had by all and it was a great end to the week. 

Girls & Boys School Transition Day 
The first class boys and girls went on their visits to the Boys 
and Girls schools on the 5th and 6th of May. This was a great 
opportunity to get used to their surroundings in preparation for 
moving to their new buildings in September. Activities 
included outside playing, meeting teachers and a tour of the 
building. The boys and girls had a great afternoon! 

Gardening Club 

Gardening club started this week – thanks to one of our parents 
Seana Gleeson who has kindly offered to run this for the 
coming weeks. Our first session was on Tuesday 10th May and 
2 gardeners from each class were selected for the task and our 
SNA Carly helped steer the project. Although it rained buckets, 
children did a great job planting lettuce, tomatoes and carrots. 
They also took notes in their planting scrap books of all their 
hard 

 

Welcome to our May Newsletter! We have had 
lots of fun and excitement this month. Keep 
reading to find out more! 

Tree House Arts Project and Creative Schools Week 

and The end of our BLAST project! 
Creative Schools Week started on May 9th. We had a full 
week of activities planned: 

Monday    

Creative writing. Using PowerPoint, the children created their 
own story about an adventure with a butterfly. Each child was 
given a booklet to create their story.  

Tuesday   
The children made an indoor treehouse for their classroom as 
part of The Treehouse Arts Project detailed above. 

Wednesday   
We watched a video on the life cycle of a butterfly and then 
created our own butterflies. Each child had a butterfly to sew 
together, stuff and decorate.  
We also watched a step by step drawing video to draw a 
Monarch Butterfly.   

Thursday   
The children used iPads to record a short clip with their 
butterflies as they explored their indoor treehouse.   

Friday   
Showcase Day: The children gathered together in the GP 
room to showcase their creative pieces. The children showed 
their Blast finished prints and the butterflies that they made. 
Some children read out their stories.  It was an excellent way 
to get together and celebrate and share what was the end of a 
very creative week! 
Also, as part of Creative Schools Week, we decided to 
collaborate with The Treehouse Arts Project. Mrs. Trehy held 
a special assembly with the whole school and read the story 
of the Treehouse to all the children and introduced the project  
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hard work. We look forward to harvest time when we can pick the vegetables! The 
gardeners also took some extra plants home to continue planting at home!  

Oisin Travel Officer Visit 

On May 18th, Oisin the travel officer visited our school again. This time he wanted to 
talk to all the children about air. We had a whole school assembly where Oisin had an 
interactive presentation prepared to teach the children about air, its importance and the 
different ways in which we can see air through dust and smoke and how we can feel air 
through wind and movement. The children were split into 2 groups and participated in 
activities where they pretended to be air. This was a brilliant and fun way to learn about 
air and will be a great addition to our application for the travel flag. 

Senior and First Class School Tours Feedback! 

The senior infants and first class children went to Muckno adventure Centre for their end 
of year class tours. The weather was unpredictable as ever but the children did not let 
that spoil their fun as they got stuck into a fun packed day. There were lots of wonderful 
activities planned including orienteering and exploring the island. To top it all off there 
was boat ride across the lake to one of the islands were there was a fire lit, ready for 
toasting marshmallows! The children had a brilliant day! 

Visit from Father Stephen 
On Monday May 30th, Father Stephen came to our school to visit the first class children 
who will soon be moving onto second class in September. The children were very 
excited to see Father Stephen and showed him all the prayers that they had been 
practicing and had learnt so far. Each child received a little prayer book called “Jesus & 
Me” that they were allowed to keep and bring home with them. It included all lovely 
prayers inside that will help the children grow their relationship with God. 

Visit from Castleblayney Garda Station 

On Tuesday May 31st we had a very special visit to our school from Gardaí Darren 
Mullin and James Gallagher! Darren and James are our local community Gardaí and we 
were very lucky to get to meet them! They visited each classroom and spoke to children 
about safety. They also talked about playing nicely on the streets, about kindness, using 
kind hands when playing and generally how to keep safe. The children enjoyed chatting 
to the Gardaí and listening to everything they had to say! 

Discover Primary Science & Maths News 

The school received confirmation from the Discover Primary Science and Maths Awards 
team to state that we have been successful in our Plaque of STEM application for the 3rd 
year in a row!! A super whole school effort where we displayed our Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Maths skills. 

Classroom Updates! 
Junior Infants were learning all about food. They went on an exciting trip to Ms. 
Murphy's garden to see lots of different fruit and vegetables growing. Some people got to 
pull carrots, onions and garlic from the ground!! They also learned how compost was 
made and enjoyed a delicious ice pop before heading back to school. Senior Infants 
demonstrated some excellent soccer skills during our 4 week course with Euan! They are 
really looking forward to Athletics sessions which start next week!! 
As part of the BLAST project First Class children learned about plants and animals-they 
drew some squirrels, bats, foxes and ladybirds and went down to Lough Muckno to do 
some leaf and bark rubbings. They also worked really hard preparing for their upcoming 
graduation, practicing every spare second they got!! Room 3 enjoyed all the creative 
schools activities and particularly loved the Ceol Connected concert! All the children 
were very excited to be growing butterflies in the classroom and watching them grow 
bigger each day, they also learnt all about space and the planets. 

Mary Value – Worship/Mary 

With May being the month of Mary, we focused on Mary, the Mother of Jesus in our 
classrooms. May is seen as the beginning of new life and the start of the summer, which 
makes this a logical time for the celebrations of Mary. This month we introduced the 
Rosary and made a May Altar in our classrooms and at the front entrance of our school. 
It’s been a busy month of May – Roll on June – That’s all folks!! 

 
Don’t forget that our enrolment is 
open and if you have a child to 
enroll, please do not hesitate to 
contact us directly or visit our 
website!! 

 

Save the Date 
 
May 26th- June 16th:  

Athletics Thursdays with Francis 

 
June 6th:  

School closed - Bank Holiday 

 
June 9th:  
Junior Infant School Tour to 
Dyan Mill Farm 

  

June 10th:  

Sports Day 

 

June 16th:  
First Class Graduation Day 
 
June 19th:  
Parents Association Toy Tractor 
Run, 2pm from Hope Castle 

 

June 24th:  

Last Day of term – School closed 
at 12noon for Summer Holidays 

 


