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Mrs. Mc Ardle then explained her role as Home School 

Liaison and how she works with families to ensure the best 

opportunities and supports for all children. She stressed the 

importance of parents filling out a Garda Vetting form in case 

they’d like to help out with various initiatives and activities 

held in school. 

The parents then visited their child’s classroom where each 

class teacher gave an outline of the year’s work and answered 

any questions and queries the parents had. We would like to 

thank all the parents and guardians that attended on the night, 

it really was a great turnout and we really appreciate the 

continued support. Our Parents Association committee was 

also re-elected and a brief overview was given of what the 

role of the Parents Association is and the funds that were 

raised last year for the school. 

Phonics Workshop 
Mrs. Mc Ardle held a workshop for parents last week to 

explain the Jolly Phonics programme which teaches children 

how to read and write in a fun way. Parents have a very 

important role in helping their child at home when they are 

learning their sounds and tricky words. We were pleased to 

see a good number of parents turn up for the workshop to 

learn all about it and how they can get involved with helping 

their child at home with the Jolly Phonics programme. 

Travel Flag 
Our Green School committee is up and running and each class 

has pupil representatives on it. This year our aim is to achieve 

the Travel flag. Mrs. Clarke has written a lovely song for us 

all to learn for our Travel Flag application. A new 

bicycle/scooter shelter was erected during the summer at the 

side of the school so children can park their bikes/scooters 

there during the day.  

A Walk to School Week was organised from 19th to 23rd 

September. A human ‘Walking Bus’ was the highlight of the 

week with many families turning up at the Music Wall at the 

Glencarn Hotel to walk to school together on 21st September. 

The Gardai assisted us and indeed our local sergeant Tom 

Millar got us all in the mood with some warm up exercises. 

Watch out for our next Walking Bus date! 

New ASD Class 
We are very pleased and proud to have opened our new class 

for children with Autism. This is a wonderful addition to our 

school and our community to have this facility in our locality. 

We currently have 4 children enrolled in this class and each 

child is able to have an individualized learning programme 

devised for them according to their specific needs. 

 
Welcome to our September Newsletter! We are so 
glad to be back at school! Here’s all the exciting 
things we got up to this month!! 

Back To School! 

Welcome to our first newsletter of the school year. A special 

welcome to all parents who are new to our school. We hope 

your child’s time with us will bring you many precious 

memories of their early years’ education. 

Our new Junior Infants have really settled in quickly and 

their little faces are now familiar to us all. We also welcome 

any new child who has joined other classes.  Welcome too 

to Mrs. Hannah Hughes (First Class Teacher), Ms. Lisa 

Dolan (Resource Teacher) and Mrs. Amanda Neeson (SNA) 

who have recently joined our staff. 

Coffee Morning 
Our Home School Liaison teacher Sinead Mc Ardle 

organised a coffee morning in the school on the very first 

day of term for the parents of Junior Infants. She also gave 

each parent a little plant as a welcome gift. The parents had 

the opportunity to meet each other and get to know some of 

the school staff. Refreshments were provided and a lovely 

cuppa tea was enjoyed by all! 

Prayer Service 
The first Prayer Service for the new school year was 

organised by Mrs. Brady on the 16th September. Children 

from Senior Infants and First class read prayers to ask God 

to guide us all through the year ahead and to bless all 

families and school staff who work so hard for our children. 

We all enjoyed singing and prayer together and it was a 

great start to the school day. 

Open Evening 
This was held on 21st of September in our GP room.  Three 

presentations were given to the parents who attended. First 

Ms. Trehy, Principal gave a broad outline of school life and 

our vision for the year ahead. Mrs. Brady, Deputy Principal, 

spoke about how we support children who may need extra 

help. We also mentioned Mrs. Brady’s upcoming retirement 

after 43 years at the Junior School! What an achievement! 
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Monthly Value: New 
Beginnings 

 

Photos 

Jimmy Walsh from the Northern Standard visited our school on the second week of 

September and as every year he took some class photos of our lovely new Junior 

Infants classes! These photos were then published in the following edition of the 

Northern Standard.  

Our official school photos were taken recently by County Photo’s and the proofs will 

soon be sent out to parents so that they can place their orders. For those children who 

were absent on that day, County Photos will be back for a mop up visit on October 

20th. 

Classroom News 
Junior Infants have been busy settling into school routine and getting to know each 

other. They went on a walk looking for signs of Autumn and gathered lots of Autumn 

leaves. There was much discussion about “Phonological Awareness”, in particular, 

"at" words. The children looked at pictures and identified where they could hear the 

"at" sound in each one.  

Senior Infants have been exploring the theme of School throughout September. They 

had a tour of our school environment and met the people who care for our school.  

They learned the importance of helping hands in S.P.H.E. Our caretaker, Finny, visited 

the classroom for a question and answer session. In Aistear they had fun acting out the 

roles of teachers, parents, the secretary and caretaker. 

First Class were also learning about school. They were looking at schools in years 

gone by and comparing them with schools of today. They learned how to give oral 

reports on animals. They also made lovely self-portraits and were learning all about 

‘Myself’. 

Rooms 3 and 4 have all become familiar with school routine by now. They have been 

very busy every day and even went walking to the supermarket to buy ingredients for 

making rice krispie buns. The 2 classes joined forces to make and eat the delicious 

treats and took some home to their families too! They also went on an Autumn walk 

and collected leaves and had fun using them for art projects. 

Board of Management 
Following our recent elections this month seeking a parent “mother” nominee for our 

board of management, we were pleased to welcome Seana Gurn and Grainne Rossiter 

aboard. Parent Nominees are elected by the parent body to bring “a mother’s view” 

and “a father’s view” to Board of Management deliberations. We thank you all for 

your nominations and would also like to take this opportunity to thank Ms Kathleen 

Irwin  and Ms Caroline Wilson, our outgoing Board of Management Mother 

Nominees, for all the hard work and dedication over the past number of years.   

September Value – Welcome 
Our value this month is “New Beginnings” or “Welcome”. This month we welcomed 

all the new children and new staff into our school. Mrs. Brady led a prayer service 

which focused on ways the children could look after each other on the yard and 

encourage the older children to look out for each other during break times. 
 

That’s all Folks – September has been a busy and exciting month – 
tune back in October for more fun and adventure at the Junior School!! 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Don’t forget that our 
enrolment is open and if you 
have a child to enroll, 
please do not hesitate to 
contact us directly or visit 
our website!! 

 

Save the Date 
 

Oct 24th:  

Halloween Party! 

Children are welcome to 

dress up in costume if 

they wish on this day! 

 

Oct 28th:  

School Closes at 1.40pm 

for all children for 

Midterm 

 

Nov 7th:  

School Reopens after 

Midterm at 9am 

 

Nov 23rd:  

School closes at 12.15pm 

for all children to 

facilitate staff meeting. 
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